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Bicycle Br

We little expectEd to IObtmiI; illllceh ;pulitirlleirszﬂlllz
-esponses to our O er when, ‘
lof I;,he RATLWAY MAGAZINE, we annpurguzes j
prize competition and offered threedp e
the first of Ten Guineas, the second O e
Guineas, and the third of Two G_ru%neasf 5
the best designs which, 1 the opinion Ol "
judges, shall best arrange for the pr(.)per,.fa‘ ;
and economical stowage of bicycles 1n ral way
brake-vans, the object aimed at being 2 bralke-

van that combines the advantages of close

stowage, easy access to any particular bicycle,

and safety of the machines during transit,
topether with simplicity and economy of
design.”
As soon as the competition was announced
we commenced to receive NUMErous letters
asking all kinds of extraordinary questions
celative to the competition, and these letters
increased as the last day for sending in the
designs approached. We thought the terms of
the competition were most lucidly announced,
but apparently many of our numerous readers
do not understand plain English, or they
would have refrained from writing to us ask-
ing for information on the subject of the com-
petition. A careful reading of the terms of
the competition as printed in the April and
May numbers of the Ramway MacaziNe
would have rendered 90 per cent. of the letters
we received upon the subject unnecessary.
We must have a very modest and diffident
1}06&' of readers, Many competitors wrote ask-
ing whether their names would be published if
e o i U G
B e uld be disclosed to anybody.
1 ying a friend proposed to com-
Bmflc’l }‘;eed this friend disclose his identity?
NSRS S L Do o
thess bashiul neolo o L
R people that, excepting the prize-
S, We have mnot troubled t !
envelopes containing th O CRL S
of the co g the names and addresses

: mpetitors ;
judges a-ndp o S; 80 that, so far as the

: icer 1
}m:;lcei?shﬂ colmpeti‘t?)ig’ :::};e slt%ilaim:lxsnlgf s
«l I n ‘

BT b;T{Y People wrote asking that ?Elm
e b;nlf)c:'rgled of the result o N 24
T S, some naively stati i
iheir Qe socsSful they wished 15 pafent
. 8l before we Published the g:teﬁt
sult.

ake-Van Compe
THE RESULT

! Ag is the case in all com;
cople did nob trouble
the rules and were the
One wrote a letter givin
prehensible description of hi
drawings and models, an:
best suggestion
celve, ’
first prize! )
had reached finality, and
design must be adjudged t
through careless packing .
the post-office- geveral de
us at all, the address la
livered being the only in
that certain designs had be
these packages been sent b
parcel-post they would doub
reached the offices of the RAIL
After the 1st of May ©
arrive three or four daily
them to continue during
were greatly surprised on &
not know that the RAIL
tained so large a number o
its numerous readers.
pass along the Liverpoo
the last day for receivi
for the annual cattle &
Club? If so, you know
line of hundreds of railway
arranged along both sides
fare and of Barford Str
to unload exhibits. We
Temple Avenue must ha
what similar appearan
when the competition ¢
nov attend on the
spared the sight of
patience that the e 1
have to undergo when 2
unload. bk
Then we were at
mechanics forcing' th

they had prepared
economical stowag

) br&ke.vans-’l '. ‘[-
At last the num
such an amoun
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THE BICYCLE BRARE-VAN COMPETITION

had to engage a qualified staff to underta‘cc
the work of unpacking and arranging the
designs and models. g
When the day arranged for the judging
arrived the gentlemen who had so kindly pro-
mised to act as judges were astonished, but
not dismayed, with the task before them.
They probably knew that the circulation of
the RAILWAY Macazing far exceeded the com-
bined total circulation of all other railway
periodicals (except the “Railway Herald”);
but, calculating on the av.rage number of
competitors, compared with the circulation in
_competitions of this kind, these experienced
gentlemen must have immediately recognised
that our circulation far exceeded the most
sanguine ideals of anyone unconnected with
its publication. _
The judges went to work with a will, and
their wide experience and knowledge of the
necessities of the case enabled them to at
once decide the inutility of many of the designs
and models. Thus some competitors arranged
for the bicycles to be stored upside down
or on end. Others dependent upon delicate
mechanism were also passed over, the rough
usages incident to a break-van not being
adapted for such apparatus. Nor did compli-
cated fittings entailing much work stand a
chance—railway guards have not the time or
inclination for such methods of storing
bicyecles.
~ Many of the designs were all right for load-
Ing up the machines, but when it came to
getting out a certain machine their uselessness
was apparent. It meant unpacking most of
the van-load to get at that bicyele. It will
be seen that the number of possible winners
was therefore at once greatly reduced; and
even when the traffic officials saw designs that
appeared good, a reference to the technical
Judges resulted in the pointing out of mechani-

<,.nl faults, so that the numbers were further
reduced,
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At last, after many trials and various tests,
o decision was arrived at; but the judges dis-
tinctly stated that, although they awarded the
three prizes in the terms of the competition
to the best designs sent in, they did not con- .
sider any of them sufficiently simple and in-
expensive for adoption on a large scale.
Indeed, one judge stated that he already was
experimenting with a better apparatus than
any sent in for competition.

We append a copy of the judges’ award :

We hereby certify that we have ex-
amined the designs sent in for competi-
tion in connection with the RAILWAY
Macazise Bicvcre Brare-Vax Com-
PETITION, and award the first prize to the
design sent in under the motto of “ X,” the
second prize to “ Izion,” and the third to -
“ Rigidity and Security.”

Dated this 15th day of June, 1898.
Signed :
T. I. ALLEN, Superintendent of ILine,
Great Western Railway.
W. PANTER, Carriage Superintendent,
London and South Western Railway.
W. F. PETTIGREW, Carriage Super-
antendent, Furness Railway. 3
R. TURNBULL, Superintendent of Line,
London and North Western Ratlway.

After receiving this certificate we opened
the three sealed envelopes containing the
successful names and addresses, and found
that (“X ") Messrs. Willford and Co., Limited,
Sheffield, are entitled to the first prize:
(“Ixion”) Mr. R. Collins, Kirk Burton
Vicarage, Huddersfield. to the second prize:
and (“Rigidity and Security”) Mr. H. T.
Sayer, 12, Well Court, Bow Lane, E.C,, to the
third prize. :

Competitors desiring the return of their
designs will please note that they must call
or send for them without delay. All designs
not so applied for by Saturday, July 31Ist,

1898, will be otherwise disposed of without
further notice. -
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